
What Can I Learn From My Child’s Spelling 

Test? 
 

When you look over your child’s spelling test, try to look beyond the 

“grade” they received.  You can learn a lot about what your child knows 

about letters and letter sounds by taking a moment to look a bit further.  

As the teacher looks over the assessment s/he is looking for more than just 

whether the spelling is correct or incorrect.  S/he is learning about how the 

student is using his/her knowledge of letter sounds in written language. 

Here are some things to think about. 

 

Initial Consonants or Blends 

If your child has made errors, were they often in the beginning of the 

word?  Is the child confused about the sounds of single consonants, a 

particular consonant or consonant blend? 

 

Medial Vowels 

Is the child struggling to determine the short or long vowel sounds in the 

middle of words? 

 

Ending Sounds 

Does the student need more practice in determining the final sound in a 

word? 

 

Letter Formation 

Does the student struggle to properly form the letters?  Are letters or words 

constructed backwards or upside down?  Is the child able to correctly 

spell the word orally but unable to produce it in print? 

 

Transference  

Can the child transfer what they know about spelling on the spelling test 

to sentence writing?  Do they transfer their new knowledge to actual 

written work or do they only “know how to spell the word for the test?     

 

 

All this information helps teachers assist the students in building on their 

strengths as well as building up their weak areas.  Everyone likes to see a 

high score on the spelling test but the purpose of spelling practice and 

assessment is much deeper than a weekly grade.  The skills that the 

students are developing will help them with reading as well as writing.  

Please call me if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 

progress. 


